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THE POLYNESIAN.
THE CALIFORNIA CLAIMS.

The following is a summary of the report
of the Committee on Miltary Affairs, to
whom the Senate referred the investigation
of the memorial of Col. Fremont, asking an
investigation of the claims of citizens of
California against the United States, for
money and supplies furnished by them to the
United . States, on the faith of that govern-
ment.

Col. Fremont's petition sets forth that, in
June, 181G, he was employed by the United
States as Brevet-Capta- in of Topographical
Engineers in California, and successfully
aided the people of that country in establish-
ing their independence, before the existence
of the war between the United States and
Mexico was known; their independence hav-
ing been proclaimed at Sonoma on the 5th
July, and the Mexicans routed; that as soon
as the war was known in California, the flag
of the United States was substituted for the
flag of independence ; and that as a Territory
of the United States, they aided the military
operations against Mexico, in every possible
manner, feeling assured that the United
States would indemnify her citizens for what-
ever supplies they advanced. The memorial
further states, that Col. Fremont, in October,
1847, wrote to the Secretary of War to have
those claims admitted; who, in reply, recom-
mended him to seek special legislation on
the subject, for which purpose he new makes
this memorial; and mentioning that there
were now in Washington several United
States officers, and many citizens of Cali-
fornia, who were entirely disinterested, and
competent to afford the government every
information about these claims. Col. Fre-
mont states that the majority of these claims
were created with his knowledge and assent,
he, in every instance, interchanging proper
certificates, to guard against imposition. He
deems it an act of justice to both sides, that
these claims should be audited and settled
through the agency of the United States com-
missary department in California, on appli-
cation there of the claimants in person, with
the exception of claimants in Washington in
their own proper person, which mode he sug-
gests as a preventative of these claims get-
ting into the hands of speculators. He states
that he is prepared to show that half a mil-io- n

of dollars would cancel all Californian
claims and incidental expenses, but he pre-
fers to give his evidence before a committee.
His memorial further petions for the investi-
gation as an act of justice to all parties con-

cerned, and prays that these claims should
be fairly and fully paid to the citizens of Cali-
fornia, without the interposition of specula-
tors; deeming it his duty to assert their
claims, as well as his own, upon the govern-
ment. The memorialist concludes by de
claring his reputation at stake in the settle- - j

ment ot these claims, and by calling for
committee to investigate them.

The next document published in the re
port, is Col. t remont s letter, of October 8th.
1847, to the Secretary of War, applying for
means wherewith to pay the volunteers who
enlisted under him, for their services, and
also for the Mexican citizens
who loaned him money on the faith of the
United States, for civil and military purposes,
recognizing bim as Lrovernor of the territory

The Secretary of War, in his reply, of
October loth, 1847, states, that he does not
consider himself, under existing laws, autho
rised to pay those claims, without their be
ing first submitted to Congress.

The next is a copy of the resolution, dated
rebruary 1st, 1848, granting the Military
Committee the necessary power for taking
testimony concerning the California claims,
and allowing them a clerk.

The following witnesses answered the sum
mons of the Military Committee:

Lieut. Col. Fremont, Col. W. H. Russell,
Missouri, Col. Joseph Childs, California;
Captain Samuel Hensley, California, J. R.
Wilson, U. S. Navy, Capt. Archibald Gilles
pie, Cant. Richard Owens, Missouri, Risdon
Moore, Illinois, L. D. Vincenthater, Mis-

souri, Alex. Godey, Missouri, Marion Wise,
Missouri, Thomas Breckenridge, Missouri,
Jerome C. Davis, Missouri, Joseph Fergu
son, Missouri, Eugene Russell, Missouri,
and Frank Ward, California.

The witnesses were required to testify to
the nature of the claims, and also as to the
origin and character of the revolutionary
movement in California, prior to the opera
tions of the united States for its conquest,

The investigation commenced with Col.
Fremont reading his written statement in re
gard to the California claims, and the per
usal of similiar statements by Capt. Gilles
pie, and other witnesses.

Capt. Hensley being asked, by the com
mittee, what he would estimate the amount of
the just claim of Oalifoi nia upon the United
States at. replied, that, from the best infor
mation he could obtain, he computed it at
seven hundred thousand dollars. This ques
tion was put to Capt. Hensley, as a person
fully competent to answer it, having been
employed in California, as commissary and
quarter-maste- r, during the whole of the re-

volution there. A question was put to Capt.
Gillespie, asking him, whether, when he
joined Capt. Fremont, at the Talmath lake.
in May, 184b, he was charged with any
message to the latter, from the government ;

to which he subsequently replied, in his writ-

ten statement, as will be seen. A written
question was given to each witness, asking
whether they had known of the Californian
authorities selling the national lands, and on
what terms, and what effect the revolutiona-
ry movement had in stopping these sales.
This question was answered by all the wit-

nesses, with but slight variation, to the effect
that the Californian authorities were hurried-
ly disposing of all the public lands and the
missions, at a merely nominal price, princi-
pally to British subjects and other foreigners,
manifestly for the purpose of placing Cali-

fornia under British protection. One grant
in particular, was the subject of much com

mentary through the country. It was the
cession, by the Mexican government, of a
large tract of country, along the valley of
the ban Joaquin River, to an Irish Catholic
priest, named Macnamara, for the purpose
of establishing an Irish colony of two thou
sand families. The considerations offered to
the Mexican government, as inducements to
grant this territory for an Irish colony, will
be seen in the correspondence of this clergy
man with the Mexican .President, which was
found by Col. Fremont among the govern
ment archives at Los Angelos, the first of
which documents we give entire. The oth-

ers relate principally to the conditions of the
grant, and preliminary matters.

This paper has no date.
I, Eugenio Macnamara, Catholic priest

and apostolical missionary, take the liberty
of submitting to your excellency some re-

flections on a subject which at this time at-

tracts much public attention. I allude to
the expectations and actual condition of Up-

per California.
It does not require the gift of prophecy to

forsee that, within a little time, this fertile
country will cease to be an integral part of
this republic, unless prompt and efficient
measures are adopted to restrain foreign ra-

pacity. The immediate question which pre-
sents itself, is, What are speediest and most
secure means of avoiding such a calamity?
The unanimous voice of the community res-
ponds, Colonization. The second question
is, Where shall we find the colonists who
possess all the necessary qualities, for an
object so desirable? Certainly not in Mexi-
co, and as little in any of its dependencies,
which are so thinly peopled. We have then
naturally to recur to Europe, which abouuds
with an excess of population. What people
of this ancient continent is best calculated
for the ends of colonization best adapted
to the religion, character, and temperament
of the inhabitants of Mexico? Emphatical-
ly, I answer, the Irish they are devout
Catholics, moral, industrious, sober, and
brave.

For this reason I propose, with the aid
and approbation of your excellency, to carry
forward this project, to place in Upper Cali-
fornia a colony of Irish Catholics. I have
a triple object in making this proposition. I
wish, in the first place, to advance the cause
of Catholicism. In the second place, to con-
tribute to the happiness of my countrymen.
Thirdly, I desire to put an obstacle in the
way of further usurpations on the part of an
irreligious and anti-Catho- lic nation. I, there-
fore, propose to your excellency, that there
be conceded to me an extent of territory on
the coast of Upper California, for the pur
pose 1 have indicated.

I would prefer, with the permission of your
excellency, to place the first colonists on the
bay of San Francisco.

. .
Your excellency

II '.I WW

win agree wnn me mat this would he a pro
per step, when it is remembered that the
Americans have possession of Bodega, a
port abandoned by the Russians, situated a
little to the north of San r rancisco. I should
bring, for a beginning, one thousand families;
afterwards, should it appear well to your ex-

cellency, I would establish a second colony
near Monterey, and a third at Santa Barba
ra. By this means, the entire coast, (by
which most danger is to be expected) would
be completely secured against invasions and
pillages of foreigners. For each family that
I bring, I will require the land that composes
'one sitio de granda mayor,' (a square
league, containing 4,428 acres) to be given
free of all cost; likewise, that the children
of the colonists, when they marry, shall re-
ceive a half sitio (2,214 acres) as a national
gift.

I should require, likewise, an exemption
from the payment of all classes of contribu-
tions for a certain number of years; that the
coloni cs, on taking possession of their lands,
shall consider themselves as under the pro-
tection of the government, and shall enjoy
all ther rights.

There are other points of less importance,
which I do not touch upon now, as they can
be discussed to more advantage hereafter.

I have the satifaction to be able to say,
that these propositions have received the
fullest approbation of the most illustrious
archbishop, the venerable head of the church
in this country.

This project which I lay before your ex
cellency, ought to be effected on an extended
and liberal footing, in order to be positively
beneficial to the country.

Thus, in a few words, I have manifested
my opinion on this important subject, and
have presented some ideas pertinent to it,
which, if generously carried into effect, may
dispense happiness to many, and, in the end,
tend to the consolidation and integrity of this
great republic.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
your excellency's most obedient servant,

EUGENIO MACNAMARA.
To the Most Excellent Senor

President of the Republic of Mexico.
Dr. John Baldwin, for sixteen years a resi

dent in Mexico, testified, that while there he
had known the priest Macnamara, and, from
credible sources, had learned that this cler
gyman had, under the auspices of the Bri-

tish legation, projected a plan to colonize
California with emigrants from Ireland. This
project had met the approbation of the Mex
ican government; but that when Macnamara
bad gone to California to mature his arrange-
ments, a fierce opposition to the project was
got up by several Mexican members of Con-
gress, on the ground that the object would
tend solely to the promotion of British inter-
est. The conquest and occupation of Cali-
fornia by the United States entirely extin-
guished this question.

1 he evidence of Col. r remont was in sub
stance as follows:

He first divided the consideration of the
California claims into two heads, namely,
the debt contracted under the flag of inde
pendence, and those alter the nag of the
United States was raised. He thought that
as the first movement was one of self-defen- ce

on the part of American settlers, and as the
United States would receive the benefit of
the results of the morement, they were as

justly bound to pay the one set of claims as
the other, especially, as the various supplies
oi necessanes, horses, and money, which
the people of California afforded to Colone
Fremont, were advanced on the strength of
that assurance. Col. Fremont left the Unit
ed States in the spring of 1815, on his third
expedition, to ascertain the most direct route
to the Pacific; and in order to avoid any

. . . .a. a .a ta - a

conflict with the Mexican authorities in Cali
fornia, left that province in the spring
1846, and proceeded to the north end
Talmath lake in Oregon, where he was de
tained by the snows, and the hostility of the
Indians. While here, on the 8th May,
two hundred horsemen came into his camp
who informed him that a United States' offi
cer was endeavoring to reach him, but they
leared he would be unable to do so, on ac
count of the numbers of Indians which sur
rounded him. Col. Fremont, upon hearing
this, immediately started down the lake, with
a party of nine men, and after proceeding
about sixty miles, fell in with Lieut. Gilles
pie and his party. Lieut. Gillespie brought
with nun a letter of introduction from Mr
Buchanan, and some letters to Col. Fre
mont, from Mr. Benton and his family. Lieut
Gillespie also verbally informed him that his
official instructions in coming to California,
were to try to ascertain the disposition of the
Californians towards the United States, and
as much as possible to conciliate their feel
ings, in order to counteract the designs of
ot the British government upon that country
these communications, and the imminent
dangers which threatened his small party,
three of whom were killed by the Indians on
the night he fell in with Lieut. Gillespie, in-

duced Col. Fremont to retrace his steps to
the valley ot the Sacramento in California.
On reaching- - the Sacramento he learned that
General Castro was raising troops, and ex
citing the Indians to attack and drive out
both the American settlers and his smal
party. The urgency of the moment, there
tore, compelled him to act a decisive part
and to lend his name and influence as an
American officer in forwarding the revolu
tionary movement, which freed all that part
ot the country north of the Hay of ban f ran
cisco from the Mexican authority.

The subsequent part of Col. Fremont's
deposition, narrates events relative to th
further warlike movemenents in California,
already known to the public. He then points
out the advantages to the United States
their timely movement upon California, not
only by the acquisition of that territory, but
by frustrating the designs of Great Britain,
which power had a large fleet hovering
around the coast during these events. The
deponent then makes a general estimate of
the California claims, as follows:
From 3,000 to 4,080 hones, averaging thirty dollars

each, ay - -- - -- - -- - -
9.000 head nf cattle, aventginc too dollars, iay
1,000 saddle, bridles, spurs, and horse equipments,

areraKinr, 'tT dollars, ......
400 ritlea, al thirty dollar each, ....
Drafts protested, and obligations, including damages

and interest, say .......
Claims for provision, taken, snd damagM. at San

Pedro and Los Angeliw, examined and allowed by
a commission before I left California,

Provisions and supplies, to wit: Flour, (rrain, cofli-e- ,

sugar, vegetables, and other small items, to nil
sheep, wagons, tears, damage In rnnch, say

Services of the California battalion, say - - -

$120,001.
30,00b

60.00(1
12,000

50,000

29,584

loo.ooa
100,000

He then makes the following statement, in
order to show the anxiety ot the Mexican
authorities in California, to convert that ter
ritory into British property as much as pos
sible, and in reply to the question of the
committee concerning the sales of the public
lands:

' I did understand, from creditable report,
that the Californian authorities were grant
ing and selling the missions and other public
domains. In some cases, these lands were
so conveyed simply as grants, and in others
as rewards for services rendered to the gov
ernment, and in others for amounts of money
advanced, or were to be paid to the govern
ment. 1 understood, that in this way nearly
all the missions south of San Louis Obispo,
the mission of San Raphael, in Sonoma, and
some of the large islands, on the coast were
granted. I understood that many of these
grants were hastily made, without the usual
legal forms, and wanting the usual formali
ties; and I understood from citizens of the
country, such as Don Abel Stearns, of the
Pueblo de los Angelos, that these mission
grants were illegally made, and ought not to
be cons dered valid. I saw in the public ar

of

of

of

chives deeds and titles of some of the lands
which were so conveyed away by the govern-
ment of the territory. Among them were
the following, viz:

1. The Mission of San Gabriel, granted
on the 8th of June, 1846, to Julian Work-
man and Hugo Reid, (English subjects).

2. The Mission of San Rafael, to Julian
Workman and Francisco Plinio Temple, on
the 8th of June, 1846.

3. The Island of San Clemente, granted
about the middle of May, 1846, to Julian

Y orkman and Andres Pico.
' 4. Bird Island, granted on the 3d ofJune,

1846, to Julian Workman.
' 5. San Mateo, (part of the mission of Do

lores) granted in the month of May to Caye-tan-o

Arenas.
6. Mission of San Louis Rev. granted (I

believe) in the month of June, 1846, to Se-

nor Cot.
I submit the following extract from a

deed given by Governor Pico, under date of
June 8th, 1846, to Julian Workman and Hu-
go Reid, of the Mission of San Gabriel. A
copy of the deed is contained in a letter now
in my possession from Mr. Reid to Commo-
dore Stockton. The words of Governor
Pico are:

"Authorised beforehand by the most ex-

cellent assembly of the department to dispose
of the missions for the payment of their debts
and avoiding of the total ruin of them, as
well as to proportion resources that may
serve for the general defence in case of a
foreign invasion, which according to recent
dates is not far off, etc., etc."

Col. Fremont concludes, by expressing
his opinion, that this wholesale giving ay

of the missions and public lands of
California including the great grant to
Macnamara was precipitated by the revo-
lutionary movements in the north.

I No. 27.

Col. m. H. Russell was asked. 1
to stale

to me commi tee what he knew with respect
to the number of American emigrants to the
Sacramento, who joined the California bat-
talion, and the nature of the personal sacri-
fices they made in doing so, and how far
their services were important during the war.
The substance of his written reply as as
follows:- -

He joined Col. Fremont, in the month f
October, 1846, at San Francisco Bay. Col.
Fremont's force, when he joined him, was
small, and miserably provided and equipped;
but by his energy, he soon augmented it to
over four hundred men, well provided wiili
every necessary, including several pieces of
artillery. Col. Russell started from Inde-
pendence as commander of the party who
emigrated to the Sacramento, and lie Mate
that about two hundred and fifty men out of
this party joined the California "battalion un-
der Col. Fremont, leaving their families at
Sutter's settlement, without waiting to estab-
lish them comfortably in their uew hiuura,
and subjecting themselves to ever possible
degree of hardship and privation in order to
aid Col. Fremont in securing tiir indepen-
dence of the country. He gives to Colonel
Fremont the credit of having by his superior
boldness and energy, brought the war in
California to a speedy and successful termi-
nation. Capt. A. H. Gillespie, iu hi depo-
sition, mentions that on his reaching the Sac-
ramento, with Capt. Fremont's party, from
Tlamette Lake, the settlers crowded round
their camp, imploring Capt. Fremcmt to take
their part against the Indians; and being
sent by Capt. Fremont to San Francisco for
supplies, he learned at Sutter's settlement
that the report of Castro's exciting the In-
dians against the settlers was true, and that
they had been bribed to burn their wheat
crop, which was their chief support, and then
dry and ready for the sickle.

Capt. Hensley includes in his deposition a
statement of the average prices of military
supplies in California, before and dunn" the
war, as follows:

Horses and mnles, from
Saddle, complete, (ruin
Hridles, ....
Bpnrs, ....
Kolas, .... - t? in .'.

3o to Mi
to 10

C In n
4 to S

All of which are accessary is thai country.
Rifles, from - - - in lul. very scarce
Powder, - - 2 per pmrnd
Lead, - - . . T. -- t trn per pound.Prrcu.ion Caps, ai!l per in..-ia-i-

Keef Cattle, - . . H o St 0 per head
Hour, . . . - I., prr im
fur ... 57 in S'-- nr 10. pom.J
Lollee. 5 ( imi pvuiidt.

He also states, that when the California
battalion was mustered into the service of
the United States, the men positively refused
to serve for eleven dollars a month', and un-
animously demanded twenty-fiv- e dollars a
month, which rate Captain Henslev d s
not think unreasonale, under all the circum-
stances.

On attentive perusal of this report, the re-
sult of the investigation seems to be, that
had not the United States taken the cuur.se
she has done with respect to California, that
territory would now be virtually in the pos-
session of England; that had not Col. Fre-
mont united his forces to the settlers, they
would have all fallen victims to the hostiiitv
of the Mexicans and Indians: and that the
debts contracted by Col. Fremont on
of the United States, ia tint country, ouirl.t
to be paid fortnwrtii, both as an act of jus-
tice, and to avoid the curreut additional ex
pense incurred by the high rate of interest
in that country two per cent, a month heirs
the legal rate.

In the U. S. Senate, March 2Jtli
On motion of Mr. Cass, the bill aDnroori- -

ating $700,000 for the settlement of rbiims
due in California, on account of the military
and civil operations in that country, in be-
half of the United States, of Cnm.'btocktnu
and Lt. Col. Fremont, was taken un

Mr. Cass said the bill needed no on ex
planation. The facta were before the Sen
ate, rora long time there had been an ex-
amination, by a committee of the Senate, of
numerous witnesses from California parties
or witnesses to the contracts covering these
liabilities ot the government. A siimll naval
force there, under the command of Com.
Stockton, had taken possession of the coun
try, aided by U. Col. Fremont with a small
land force. They conquered the country in
an incredibly short time. The American
citizens had ted with the movement,
and all this had been done from the exigen-
cies of the case, though it was in advance of
the orders and authority of the government.
Looking at the whole of these transactional
they were eminently creditable to these iral- -
ant meu oy wnom tney had been achieved

These claims are the result of th-s- e transac
tions. The bill before us is for their liquida-
tion. Bills were paid, in behalf of the gov
ernment, by Lt. Col. Fremont, amounting to
SoO.000; of which only $20,000 were in the
public moneys, the residue beinir in notes
and money upon his personal responsibility,
or from his own pocket. The rvhole of the
California battalion, or of the American
serving in it, were yet to be pa;J for their
entire term of service. Payments were also
due to the people of California for supplies,
provisions, norses, ammunition, etc.. etc
The country is a great way off the neonle
there acted in good faith and in a inot satis
factory manner, in meeting the wants of the
public service, and there was no other wav
to meet the ends of justice in such a east-tha- n

in the appointment of a commission to
find out the public creditor in ( .'alif,.rnia
and pay them their demands. The nwl
ments of Coin. Stockton, and I4 Col. .Fre-
mont, bad developed oianv important fact
respecting California, whit h have hen of
great service to us. They had arrested that
movement of the Mexican government for
the granting of the wh'de country t r rtairt
monopolies of the Mexican government.
whose object was to k-- e,, (,t the Metho-
dist wolves. By the n ivrments, therefore,
of Com. Stockton and Lt. ( '..I Fremont 1
arge country had been secured f 1 119 an.--

a stop put to the dsizna of our en-mie-
, Ir

wa- not necceaoj y lurtucr to dtUil tins nu
to the Senate.
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